
Citation Searching in 
Google Scholar

University of Derby Library



When should you use it?

1. If you have an article in your database results which looks 

just right from a context perspective, but it’s a bit older than 

you would like, then you can use the article title to do a 

citation search in Scholar to see which, more recent papers 

have cited that particular article in their own work

2. If you come across a good article around your topic but 

you’re struggling to find other articles, then you can do a 

citation search to see what papers have used the article you 

like in their own research

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s okay to search Google Scholar for resources, but there are ways to do it which are better than others.Citation searching is a classic example of this, as it’s a way of seeing how many papers have cited an article that you’re interested in. It could be that your article is a little older than you would like; or it could be that there isn’t much research on your topic, so you’ve only found a couple of articles, and you want to know what kind of papers / articles have cited your small number of articles in their research.You may find that the citing papers are on the same topic or, at the very least, are related a little so you can take some information from them to put into your work.



Why should you use it?

Hopefully the citing papers will:

(a) Be on the same / similar topic and therefore be useful to you

(b) Be (a lot) more up to date than the paper you searched for

(c) Have full-text available to read there and then 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Obviously, if you’re doing a citation search for a paper published last year or this year there may not be many (in some cases, any) citing papers.



Search for the article title in Google Scholar 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first thing to do is to search in Google Scholar for the article title – making sure that you enclose the title in double quotes “like this”We do this because we want Scholar to look for the title as a complete unit of text, not as individual words which could be found anywhere online. Using the double quotes (a.k.a. speech marks) forces Scholar to treat the article title as a single item.



Then look for the number of citations made by other papers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When you get your results on screen, you should see the brief citation information (article title, authors, journal title, year, and domain name); a brief description of the content and then a row of links. The link we’re looking for is Cited by followed by a number.That number represents the number of papers (mostly articles but could also be books / chapters) which have cited the article you searched for in their own work(s). When you click on that link…



See papers 
which cite 
that article

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Scholar will display a new screen which lists all those papers and, for some of them, they will also have been cited by others.Be careful not to go too far down the rabbit hole of clicking on Cited by links and moving further away from your original paper though.If you only have a small number of papers e.g., 2 pages’ worth, to look at then you can just scroll through them. If you have quite a lot, you will need to search within them for key terms to help narrow your results down to a more manageable, and hopefully more relevant, set of papers.



Search within those papers for key terms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Above the title of your first result, you should see a tick box with the text Search within citing articles next to it. You can either click in the box, or click on the text (it’s a link), and this will turn the search box from one that searches all of Google Scholar, to one which will only search within your results.You can look for individual terms, synonyms, phrases, and you can even use Boolean Operators like ORHere we’re looking for synonyms – diabetes OR diabetic – which reduced our results from 134 to 104. So, we didn’t really lose a lot.



Add more terms to narrow your search further

Results go down from 104 to 93

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If we add in brackets (sometimes referred to as parentheses) and then put the word ulcer on the outside, we’re asking Scholar to show us any results that either have diabetes, or diabetic, or both terms in the results AND have ulcer.To make it a bit clearer, we’re asking to see results which have:Diabetes and ulcerORDiabetic and ulcerORDiabetes and diabetic and ulcerThis reduces our results from 104 to 93



Some of those articles may be available full text

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of those articles may be available full text for you to read online / download onto your device / add to your reference managerIn this screenshot I’ve got the option to Check Library Search – this is because I linked Scholar to our Library Search resource. This means that if I click on one of those links it will redirect me to our Library Search and check to see if we have the article in our subscriptions. If we do, I’ll be able to open it up and save / print the article.Some articles we may not have access to via any of our subscriptions, but they may be available anyway and will either have [PDF] or [HTML] in front of the domain name of the website where the article can be accessed from. (The domain name is usually the part of the URL / web address which doesn’t change – this is to let you know where you would be redirected to.)



derby.ac.uk

Questions?

• Library Enquiries

• library@derby.ac.uk  / (01332) 59 1215

• Develop@Derby Hub

• https://libguides.derby.ac.uk/develop-at-derby

• Library Workshops

• https://libcal.derby.ac.uk/

• Research skills help (postgraduate researchers)

• https://libguides.derby.ac.uk/researchguides 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Library Enquirieslibrary@derby.ac.uk  / (01332) 59 1215Develop@Derby Hubhttps://libguides.derby.ac.uk/develop-at-derbyLibrary Workshopshttps://libcal.derby.ac.uk/Research skills help (postgraduate researchers)https://libguides.derby.ac.uk/researchguides 
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